
Playfair, Amand Routh, W. J. Sinclair, Wm. J. Smyly, J.
Knowsley Thornton.

The volume opens with an interesting historical chapter on

the Development of Modern Gynecology by Handfield Jones,
and it is followed systematically by anatomy, malformations
and diseases of the female generative organs ; then follow
chapters on sterility, gynecologic therapeutics, pelvic diseases
and diseases of the uterus proper, and concludes with a chap¬
ter on diseases of the bladder and urethra. The work is well
written, quite up to date, and will be found a useful and safe
guide to the practice of this branch of the art.
Deutsch's Letters. A practical Method for easy and thorough

Self-instruction in the German Language. By Solomon
Deutsch, Ph.D. Second and revised edition, New York.
1896. Price $2. (We are informed by personal letter that
the publisher is now J. H. Vail & Co. instead of Brentano,
which appears on the title page.)
The second edition differs from the first edition in having

appended to it the key to the German exercises, and it is
believed that this edition will enable the sincere learner to
fairly accomplish a translating knowledge of the language
without a teacher from the mere study of the book, although
there is no question but anyone who wishes to speak any
language with accuracy and precision must in addition use a

colloquial method. We commend the book as being one of the
best of its kind.

MISCELLANY.
Tests of Crede's Silver Qauze and Salts as Antiseptics.—The Chi.

f. Chir. of January 23 contains the reports of three scientists
who have been experimenting with silver to determine its value
in antisepsis. The results fail to confirm Credé's experiences.
Zajontschowsky states that the gauze is not sterile ; that it does
prevent the development of bacteria to a limited extent, but
is not bactericidal at all, and that much of the effect Credè
ascribes to it is due to the absorptive power of the gauze,
whether impregnated with silver or npt. Iodoform gauze kept
in sublimate solution, 1 to 2,000, as is used in his service, is
more effective than the silver gauze. Meyer of Zurich also
states that in his numerous and careful tests the staph. pyog.
aur. were destroyed in an itrol solution (1 to 4,000) only after
forty-five minutes, and in an actol solution (1 to 2,000) after
thirty minutes. Albumin in the silver salt solution retards the
bactericidal effect. Anthrax spores were still growing after
five to seven days in a saturated itrol solution and after three
days in an actol solution (1 to 1,000). Silver salts added to the
bouillon prevented the development of staph. and pyocy., but
anthrax spores continued to grow in serum to which actol had
been added (1 to 10,000). In regard to their effect in prevent¬
ing the development of bacteria in abluminous media, silver
salts approach very closely to sublimate, but in aqueous solu¬
tions, sublimate is a far more powerful antiseptic than the for¬
mer. Other tests by Brunner show that the effect of the
silver is more decided and rapid as the bacteria are less
virulent.

Remarkable Case of Foreign Bodies in the Stomach ; Gastrotomy
and Prompt Recovery.—The Deutsche vied. Woch. of January 21
contains an illustrated description of thirty-seven articles
removed by Fricker of Odessa from the stomach of a young
woman who had swallowed them in an attempt to commit sui¬
cide in an attack of nervous melancholia. They weighed in all
261.85 grams, and included a door key, a silver teaspoon, a

plated spoon, a fork (20.5 cm. long), two pieces of wire, two
hairpins, twelve pieces of window-pane glass, one window hook,
one steel pin, nine sewing needles, one crochet needle, which
had perforated the wall of the stomach, beside some buttons,
etc. The patient had complained of pains and vomited, but as
palpation did not disclose the presence of the foreign bodies
that she asserted she had swallowed, her statements were not
credited at first. Fricker tabulates the most remarkable cases
of the kind on record, including one from the Journal. One
article was found alone in all but three of the fifty-three cases.
In six cases a set of false teeth had been swallowed, a fork in
fourteen, a knife in ten, a spoon in seven. Most of the larger

articles were taken from "professional swallowers." In one-
case three closed pocket-knives were removed and the man
afterward swallowed two more, which passed out per anum.
The fatal cases were those in which a Japanese tooth brush, a
razor, an instrument and a set of teeth had been swallowed,
also the case of an insane man who had swallowed nearly two
pounds of nails. A 10-year old child recovered after having:
swallowed forty-two nails, ninety-three brass and tin pegs,
twelve large nails, one safety pin, one needle and three shirt
buttons. The proportion of recoveries in the fifty-three cases is-
81.4 per cent, and deaths 18.6 per cent.

Taxing Private Clinics in Germany.—The Deutsche med. Woch.
in its issue of January 21, protests vigorously against the new

regulations which impose a tax on the private hospitals con¬

ducted by physicians. It is not ambition nor the hope of
pecuniary rewards that causes physicians to start a private
establishment for their patients, but pure love of science and
the desire to perfect their knowledge and skill in their special
branch. To class such establishments with ordinary boarding
houses and hotels, is manifestly unjust. The physician will be·
inclined to relinquish the management and responsibility of
his clinic to non-professionals, to escape the tax, which creates
an invidious distinction between him and his colleagues, and
the establishment will suffer, while science and the healing
art will retrograde. The increase in the private hospitals in
Berlin in the last few years has been remarkable :

Public Private
Year Hospitals. Beds. Patients. Hospitals. Beds. Patients.

1879. 13 4,100 39,800 21 36 159
1885. 14 5,130 49,000 51 124 1,260
1888. 15 5,500 53,000 19 360 2,529
1891. 18 6,700 62,000 29 ' 623 5,907
1894. 18 6,570 68,000 40 > 808 7,983
1895. 86,000 10,000

THE PUBLIC SERVICES.
Army Changes. Official List of changes in the stations and duties

of officers serving in the Medical Department, U. S. Army, from
Feb. 20 to Feb. 26,1897.

First Lieut. Robert S. Woodson, Asst. Surgeon (Jackson Bks., La.), is
granted leave of absence for two months, to take effect on or about
March 5,1897.

Navy Changes. Changes in the Medical Corps of the U. S. Navy for
the week ending Feb. 27,1897.

P. A. Surgeon G. T. Smith, detached from the " Adams " on reporting of
his relief about March 2, ordered home and granted two months'
leave.

P. A. Surgeon L. H. Stone, detached from the naval hospital, New York,
March 15, and ordered to the " Adams."

Surgeon G. P. Bradley, detached from the "Indiana" March 3, ordered
home and placed on waiting orders.

Surgeon N. McP. Ferebee, ordered to the " Indiana " March 8.
P. A. Surgeon W. F. Arnold, ordered as a member of the medical exam¬

ining board, League Island navy yard.P. A. Surgeon L. W. Atlee, detached as member of the medical examin¬
ing board, League Island navy yard.

ebanite of Address.
Bailhache, P. H., from Stapleton, N. Y. to 1819 to M 8treet,!N. W. Wash¬

ington, D. C; Billig,  .. from 4944 8. Ashland Ave., to 860 E 42d Street,
Chicago, 111.; Bourns, F. 8., from Grand Opera House to 78 Marietta
Street, Atlanta, Ga.

Forrester, Jos., from Butler to 512 W. 4th Street, Erie, Pa.
Johnson, E. F., from 523 Locust to 504 Walnut Street. Chicago, 111.
Kilbride T. F.. from Ayrshire, Iowa, to Emmetsburg, Iowa.
Stoner, Geo. W., U. S. M.-H. S., from Baltimore, Md., to Stapleton, L. I.»

N. Y.
_LETTERS RECEITED.

Alexander, L. C, (Miss) (2) Philadelphia, Pa.
Beavis, Arthur, Denver, Colo. ; Bailey W. G., Pékin, 111.; Benedict, A.

L., Buffalo, N. Y.
Clarke, Augustus P., Cambridge, Mass.
Doliber-Goodale Co., Boston, Mass.
Furay, C. E., Chadron, Neb. ; Fuller & Wheeler, Albany,  . Y.
Garber. J.  ., Dunkirk, Ind. ; Gobie, E. P., Woodstock, Vt.
Huizinga, A. G., Chicago, 111.
Johnson, J. V., Sheboygan, Wis.
Kellogg, C. S., New Orleans, La.
Long Island Bottling Co.. Brooklyn, N. Y. ; Leszynsky, W. M., New

York, N. Y.; Lutz, J. C, St. Louis, Mo.; Levin,W., New York,  . Y.
Milbury, F. S., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Mills, Harry B.. Philadelphia, Pa.;

Montgomery. E. E., Philadelphia, Pa. ; McKie, Thos. J., Woodlawn, S. C.
Newman, Henry P., Chicago, 111.
On, Wm. P., Lewes, Del.
Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, Mich.
Bobbins, Charles Pern, Winona, Minn.; Reed. R. Harvey, Columbus,Ohio.
Towler.S. S.. Marienville, Pa.
Will, O. B., Peoria, 111. ; Warren, Wm. M„ Detroit, Mich.
Zumo Pharmacal Co., St. Louis, Mo.

1 Not in the hands of a physician.
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